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   		      THOREAU MIDDLE SCHOOL PTA


August 29, 2011



Dear Parents and Guardians,

I hope vacation time with your kids this summer has been rejuvenating and you are ready for a fantastic year.  Whether this is your first year at Thoreau Middle School, or you've been here before, welcome! 

The PTA Board has been busy planning fun activities and educational programs for staff, students and their families.   I hope you will find useful the updated Orientation Booklet for New Families.  Thank you to the audit team of Tom Beahn, Andy Cretal and Lynne Brents for reviewing our 2010-11 financial records.  The PTA Board will present this year's budget for approval at Back to School Night.  

Our School Store will be open at Orientation, Back to School Night and Tuesday-Thursday during lunch.   We carry school supplies at discount prices, Thoreau T-shirts and other miscellaneous items.  

If you work full time, are an at-home parent, or somewhere in between, there is an opportunity for everyone to get involved.  Please complete the volunteer sign up sheet  and return to school by Friday, September 23.   There are several Board positions available including a Reflections Coordinator and Girls on the Run Assistant Coach.  Job descriptions are located on the VOLUNTEER tab.   Our first event, was a Welcome Back to School Breakfast for Thoreau Staff on Friday, September 2 in the Cafeteria.  Thank you to the Hospitality Committee for providing Breakfast Casseroles, fruit and granola for a Yogurt Parfait station and breads/pastries. 

Support Thoreau PTA!  Membership dues and donations, together with our grocery and other shopping rewards pay for activities such as technology improvements, art, music and drama enrichment, school directory, parent education seminars, school grounds beautification, community garden, staff appreciation and recognition, teaching aids and supplies.  Please be sure to register your Giant and Safeway cards so you can make money for Thoreau every time you shop!  Our combined grocery receipt proceeds were close to $2,000 last year.  We are also offering optional magazine sales on-line (no packets will be sent home by the school this year!).  Buy or renew your subscriptions at a discounted rate while donating funds to Thoreau.  Click on the MEMBERSHIP/DONATIONS tab for complete information.
 
I am excited about the great things our PTA can do for Thoreau and enjoying friendships with the families who help make our programs so successful.  I look forward to volunteering with you!

Jill Hecht
President, Thoreau PTA
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