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   		      THOREAU MIDDLE SCHOOL PTA
                             2505 Cedar Lane, Vienna, VA  22180


November 28, 2011
Dear Parents and Guardians,

I would like to extend a warm welcome to former Cluster II Director Ulysses Cox, our interim principal at Thoreau.  Thank you to all parents who submitted input for our new Principal selection.  From your comments, FCPS will compile questions for an interview panel.  The current timeline is to announce Thoreau’s new Principal before winter break.
 
I am especially thankful for our wonderful PTA Board of volunteers.  Congratulations to Vicki Jenkins and her Seventh Grade Family Dinner committee.  A wonderful time was had by parents, students and our Thoreau teachers.  Aside from Skorpios delicious dinner, it was fun to watch creative ice breaker games, the packed dance floor . . . and some hula-hooping Moms!  
 
The flag pole in the front of the building is surrounded by a new perennial garden thanks to Landscape chair Joanne Burke and her committee.  Look for information in the spring about plans for our PTA Organic Community Garden.  
 
Nancy Socher coordinated an eye opening Parent Program in conjunction with our November meeting called “Social Networking, Cyberbullying & Protecting Your Online Digital Reputation”.  We learned about digital citizenship, digital footprints and digital dust!  The following day, students attended an assembly discussing cyberspace safety  My favorite quote for Facebook users is “If you wouldn’t wear it, don’t share it”.  For more information, please see the Parent Resource tab.

While at the Parent Resource tab, you will also see information about Inclusive Schools Week, December 5-9.  This is an annual event to recognize and celebrate the progress that schools have made in providing a supportive and quality education to a diverse student population.  
Finally, the Hospitality team of Brandi Brummer, Amy Vernon and Lynne Turner coordinated bakers for 107 Thanksgiving pies.  They were delivered  with a note saying “We are thankful for the staff and teachers at Thoreau Middle School”.  This month they are planning a holiday cookie exchange for the Thoreau faculty.  Please contact them at Hospitality@ThoreauPTA.org  if you would like to donate some holiday sweets!
 
When making your holiday gift list, consider ordering a magazine!   Renew your favorites, subscribe to a new magazine that interests you or give gift subscriptions to friends, relatives and/or business associates.  Save 40-89% off the regular cover prices and 40% of the sale is donated to our school.  Shop at QSP  and enter Thoreau’s code 1187235. 
 
Our next meeting is December 5 at 9:00 am everyone is invited to attend.   

Jill Hecht
President, Thoreau PTA
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