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   		      THOREAU MIDDLE SCHOOL PTA
                             2505 Cedar Lane, Vienna, VA  22180


October 20, 2011


Dear Parents and Guardians,

Thank you to all the parents who have joined the Thoreau PTA, made donations to our No Fuss Fundraiser and volunteered their time and talents to serve our school.  

"Diversity means..." is the PTA Reflections theme for 2011-12.  Students can create an original entry in one or more of the six arts categories (dance choreography, film, literature, music composition, photography, visual arts) using this theme.   The entry deadline is October 26th, so start on your entry right away!  Contact Reshma Eggleston at richardandreshma@cox.net to get the RULES and entry form; or to help judge a category, process entries, or organize awards and the awards reception.

Calling all 7th grade families!  Seventh Grade Family Dinner is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16.  Download the invitation here.  Dinner is catered by Skorpio Maggio's Restaurant, entertainment of music, games raffles and prizes.  Social time for parents!  RVSP now!  Contact Vicki Jenkins if you can help behind the scenes (tally ticket sales), decorating during the day or serving that night at  7thgradedinner@ThoreauPTA.org.

We invite  parents from our Madison pyramid schools to become cyberspace savvy and join us November 14 for “Social Networking, Cyberbullying & Protecting Your Online Digital Reputation”  presented by Iris Beckwirth.  (For more information, please see the Parent Resource tab.) 

I encourage you to browse Thoreau Activities on FCPS Blackboard to learn about the afterschool programs available to our students.  Thank you to Landscape Chair Joanne Burke for planning landscape days after school to work on the PTA Organic Community Garden and beautify the front of the building.  As you divide your hostas, or sun loving plants this fall, contact Joanne and consider donating them to Thoreau.  The last Landscape Day this quarter is November 10. The team of Jennifer Condon and Barbara Holmes are coordinating Community Service projects after school.  This includes monthly visits to a local food bank, donation drives and other creative projects.
Real Food For Kids (www.realfoodforkids.org) has developed a Food Day education program for Fairfax County Schools, on October 24 at Wolftrap Elementary School starting at 2:00 pm. The event urges School Board members to come to the table to discuss the problems of childhood obesity and school food that is highly processed, artificial, preserved and dyed.  In support of this effort, Thoreau PTA will create Nutrition and Wellness Committee lead by Laura Goyer. 
A new School Board will be elected next month.  Below are several venues where parents can learn more about the candidates.  The eight at-large candidates are featured in a forum co-sponsored by League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area and the Fairfax County Council of PTAs.  It is available on line.  
SLEEPinFairfax at-large candidates questionnaires can be accessed here.
Fairfax County Council PTA questionnaires can be accessed here.

Locally, Hunter Mill and at-large candidates will attend a forum on Thursday, November 3, 7:00pm at the American Legion Auxiliary located at 330 Center Street North.  (Park and enter around back.)   
A debate between Hunter Mill candidates will appear on Reston Community Television Sunday, October 9 at 8 pm.  and online at www.rctv28.com. More information can be found here: School Board Candidates. 

We hope to continue to work for you and the school to provide meaningful programs and support, but we can’t do it alone.  Your membership dues, donations and time are vital to our success.  Please consider becoming a member of the Thoreau Middle School Parent Teacher Association. You can join on line at www.pay4schoolstuffonline.com or by downloading the Membership Form under the Membership/Donation tab. Our meetings are general meetings and everyone is invited to attend. 


Jill Hecht
President, Thoreau PTA
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