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   		      THOREAU MIDDLE SCHOOL PTA
                             2505 Cedar Lane, Vienna, VA  22180


September 27, 2011


Dear Parents and Guardians,

We are off on a great start to the school year.   I enjoyed seeing many friends at Back To School Night and meeting my daughter's fantastic teachers.   Thank you to all the parents who have joined the Thoreau PTA, made donations to our No Fuss Fundraiser and volunteered their time and talents to serve our school.  

We have scheduled a series of parent education seminars for this school year. The first event is going to be held on October 4 at 9 am.  Assistant Principals Erin Lenart and Mike Parker, and Director of Student Services Christa Warden will present "Middle School Must-Knows".   We hope this program will provide guidance to Thoreau parents on how to help their children navigate middle school. (For more information, please see the Parent Resource tab.) 

After school programs have begun!  I encourage you to look at Thoreau Activities on Blackboard.  Thank you to Landscape chair Joanne Burke for planning landscape days on October 6, 20 and November 10.  The PTA is planting an Organic Community Garden and beautifying in the front of the building.  As you divide your hostas, or sun loving plants this fall, consider donating them to Thoreau.  The team of Jennifer Condon and Barbara Holmes are coordinating Community Service projects after school.  This includes monthly visits to a local food bank, donation drives and other creative projects.

Thank you to our Hospitality Team Amy Vernon, Brandi Brummer and Lynne Turner, who delivered Smoothies to our staff the "morning after" Back to School night. We hope they provided extra energy and TLC to our teachers after a long day of instructing students, and evening of meeting parents.   

Plans are underway for the annual Seventh Grade Family Dinner to be held Wednesday, November 16, 6-9 pm.   Flyers will be sent home to purchase tickets to this fun event.  Dinner is catered by Skorpio Maggio's Restaurant, entertainment of music, games and prizes.  Social time for parents!  Contact Vicki Jenkins if you can help behind the scenes (tally ticket sales), decorating during the day or serving that night at  7thgradedinner@ThoreauPTA.org. 

A new School Board will be elected next month.  I have been informed of several venues where parents can learn more about the candidates.  The eight at-large candidates will be featured live on the Fairfax Public Access (FPA) Channel 10 on October 2 at 6:30 pm.  This show is co-sponsored by League of Women Voters of the Fairfax Area and the Fairfax County Council of PTAs.  After the show airs, it will be available on their web sites.  Locally, Hunter Mill and at-large candidates will attend a forum on Thursday, October 13, 7:00pm at the American Legion Auxiliary located at 330 Center Street North.  (Park and enter around back.)   More information can be found here: School Board Candidates. 

We hope to continue to work for you and the school to provide meaningful programs and support, but we can’t do it alone.  Your membership dues, donations and time are vital to our success. Please consider becoming a member of the Thoreau Middle School Parent Teacher Association. You can join on line at www.pay4schoolstuffonline.com or by downloading the Membership Form under the Membership/Donation tab. Our meetings are general meetings and everyone is invited to attend. 

Jill Hecht
President, Thoreau PTA
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