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The middle school years are exciting ones for our students. For learners who have special needs, it may also be a time of transition, as well as an opportunity to take increased responsibility for their education. For families, middle school represents new procedures and approaches for communicating with school staff about their children's needs. To better understand how middle school "works" for students with disabilities and other special needs, Thoreau PTA asked TMS Special Education Chair Ms. Katie Barnett to answer some questions:

Q. How are special education services structured at Thoreau Middle School?

A. Different levels of special education service are available depending on individual student needs. Generally, most Thoreau students receiving special education services participate in a combination of general education classes, team taught classes, and/or small group classes.   

 

Q. What does my child's case manager do? 

A.  The case manager assists teachers in implementing classroom and testing accommodations, serves as a resource for the student, teachers, and parents regarding issues that may arise in relation to the students disability or needs, and ensures that each teacher has access to and understands the relevant information from the student’s current IEP.  Additionally, the case manager schedules annual IEP meetings, and communicates information to parents regarding the student’s progress toward achieving IEP goals each quarter. 

 

Q. What are the school counselors responsible for?

A. The school counselor works closely with the student’s case manager to provide services on behalf of the student. In general, the student’s case manager is the primary service provider for a student receiving special education services.  On the occasion when the case manager is not available to a student or parent due to his or her teaching responsibilities, the counselor becomes the primary service provider.  The counselor and case manager routinely communicate with each other sharing pertinent information to provide the best possible service and support to students and parents.

Q. My child has an Individualized Education Program (IEP), but I have questions about it. Who should I ask?

A. The case manager is the first point of contact for both parent and teacher concerns as related to a student’s Individualized Education Program. 

Q. I have concerns about how my child is performing in a subject-area class. Who should I contact?

 A. For subject-specific concerns, contact your child’s subject-area teacher. For example, if you are concerned about English, contact your child’s English teacher. If emailing your concern, it is helpful to include both the subject-area teacher and your child’s case manager.

 

Q. How do I know how my child will be taking the SOLs?

A. Any decisions related to SOL testing are made by the IEP team during an IEP meeting or IEP addendum. The IEP team includes the parent(s), principal’s designee, special education teacher, general education teacher, and other related service providers. Students often attend and participate in the IEP meeting as well.

 

Q. My child does not have an IEP, but does have a 504 Plan. Who is the best contact for questions we have about how the plan is being implemented?

 A. It is best to contact your student’s school counselor about a 504 Plan.

 

Q. My child does not have an IEP, but is struggling in some classes. How do we get some help for him/her?

 A. Your first step should be to contact your student’s teachers and school counselor to express your concerns. 

Q. Where can we learn more about how best to help our child with special needs?

A. The Parent Resource Center has an informative website that can direct you to resources available to you and your family. http://www.fcps.edu/cco/prc/ 

Your Thoreau Middle School PTA Special Education representative is available to share information and help guide parents to valuable resources. If you have a question or would like to help coordinate a meeting or event for families of students with special needs, please contact Kelly Henderson Hagen at Specialed@ThoreauPTA.org .
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