[ T horeaZMatters ]

Thoreau Matters is published every two weeks by the PTA and the Thoreau administrative staff to
inform parents of important information about school life at Thoreau Middle School.
Main Office: 703-846-8000 Attendance: 703-846-8080
Thoreau Web Page: www.fcps.edu/ThoreauMS
PTA Web Page: www.ThoreauPTA.org

November 10, 2011
1. Federal Student-Parent Survey Forms were recently distributed to students to bring home for parents to complete.
¢ The Federal Impact Aid Program attempts to compensate local school districts for their loss in tax revenue due to a
federal presence in their district boundaries. In order to receive funding from this program, FCPS conducts a student-
parent survey and provides summary survey information to the federal government. All individual information is strictly
confidential.
¢ Students are to return completed forms to their first period class by Friday, November 11. It is essential that
every student return a completed form and that the form is signed by a parent or guardian.
*  More information and a link to the form can be found at http://www.fcps.edu/news/impact_aid.shtml
2. Get ready for TheaterSports at Thor,

TheaterSports! It consi X nd challenges designed for maximum laughter.
ay, November 12" both at 7:30 pm in the luxurious Thoreau
Cafetorium. Two diffe enw Ferform each night i@ series of improvised games and zany scenes. Friday night will
feature our 8" grade all-stars, a\ turday night showc¥es our talented 7" grade class. Come BOTH nights, and see a
completely different show each Nght! Please come out aRd support these very funny students — and have a good time
while you’re at it! It’s family-frid@dly, and all ages are weycome. The audience is a key part of the show as they provide
many of the ideas the students mufg shape into stories & scdnes.
e Tickets are $5 at the door with conflessions benefitting Thorgau’s drama department! See you there!
3. Be sure to refresh your second quart, school supplies at the sch
*  Highlighters, mechanical pencilge sgotch tipe, erase mark
available at the school store
*  Also offered are birthday ¢ oratlons S gnets and student directories.
* A complete inventory anglrice list is poste at vaupta.org under the
4. The American Mathematicyiorftest 8 for students severgl and eighth grade and st
AMC 6 will be administeregiiftd school on Tuesday, Ng@ember 1 5" in the cafeteria.
* The AMC 8 is a 25 quglionJ0 minute, multiple chdille examination in middle scho
the development and cjillancqent of problem solvinjikills.
*  There are 50 scats avajilible {q@students who are intciiled in participating. Please pic
materials/permission s frOf M. Galus at TTS or\ur math teacher.
*  Since Tuesday is not ajilite bus §@y, students will need \@lbrovide their own transportation
5.  Don’t miss your opportunifgito ordeR@our full color yearb @ this year. The yearbook is ava
Jones Order Center and miNl be ordeX@d by December 31,
*  Ordering a yearbook is s\@iple. Eiflier call the toll free nuiNgler 1-866-287-3096 or order onl
https://www.yearbookord@center. Jilln/index.cfm/jobSearck playLanding. order number
*  The price for this year’s 2082 Wald§lvearbook is $300. Walden yearbook with a Aut
$41.00 (Gold Package). Thi@Walden\garbook, a onglline nar\g@iRlate, and an 8-page autogra
$43.00.
*  Please be sure to include your &ld’s fi
* Ifyou have any questions about Mgering
sponsors, at 703-846-8000 or karynWlly & ps.edu &
6. Attention parents and students: You can shwre R& cvents TWEmne staff for possible
inclusion into this year’s yearbook!
*  The website for students and parents to submi¥
https://www.yearbookordercenter.com/index.cfi¥mb S| ig i i JPEG picture files.
Watch the video on how to add JPEG pictures.
¢ Ifyou take pictures at concerts, Theater sports, Li o y iddle School
please submit your pictures to the website.
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* Thank your in advance for sharing your picture . gny questions or coferns about this
process, you may contact Ms. Kollv at kel
7. There will be anteiilii pravallaple 1@ amilie efor Grad@ Di? 4 :36:30.
*  Parew®Who are interested in seeing ti¢ Hum#h Groy#h and ent materials thatWyi January can

review them at this time.
8. Spirit Week, November 14"-19"!
* Show
onday 1s Sports Day (favorite team
Cowboys Day, and Friday is Spirit Day.
¢ Friday is the BIG SPIRIT EVENT! From 3:00-4:30 (Late bus
doing the following:
= Participating in one of five events (sign ups in cafeteria ne
=  Can Wars between the grades: Bring in and donate cans!
9. Marshall’s IB Information Night is coming soon!
*  This night is for middle-school students, freshmen and sophomores.
+  Sessions will be Wednesday, December 7™ and Wednesday March 14™ from 7-8:30 at Marshall High School
Auditorium.
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10. True Fit Program Interest Meeting on Friday, November 11 th from 3-4dpm in Gym 1.
*  Parent pick up is required.



* Participants of the club will work with a trainer on Friday afternoons to improve strength, power, agility, and overall

fitness throughout the program.

* Two six-week sessions will be offered: December 2-January 20; February 10-March 16.
*  Space is limited, so students will be allowed to sign up for one session and must commit to all six weeks.

*  There is no student fee.

PTA NEWS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

@ Please join us in wishing Mr. Greenfelder best wishes as he departs Thoreau to become the Principal at his alma mater
West Springfield High School. A Reception will be held on Friday, November 11, 9-10 am in the Library for parents past
and present to say thank you for creating an environment for our kids to SOAR.

@ Parent Education Seminar
Monday, November 14 at 7:00 pm in the Lecture Hall

Social Networking, Cyberbullying & Protecting Your Online Digital Reputation

Iris Beckwith, President, connectED4safetyLL.C

Don't miss this important presentation on internet safety and the opportunity to become cyberspace savvy. Ms. Beckwith will
speak to all students about internet safety the following day during school.

@ Calling all 7th grade families! Seventh Grade Family Dinner is scheduled for Wednesday, November 16. Download the
invitation here and reply today! Come before or after your evening activities to enjoy dinner with other Thoreau families.

@ November 18 is Health Screening Day (Vision/Hearing). If you are available to assist 7:45-11:45 am or
12:00-2:45 pm please contact Jill at President@ThoreauPTA.org.

i  Would you like to buy some Cookie Dough? A Coupon Book? Wrapping Paper? Don't worry, the TMS PTA doesn't ask
students or families to sell anything. Instead, the many programs supported by the PTA are funded through our "No-Fuss
Fundraiser". Each family is asked to make a one-time contribution; $50 is suggested but all amounts are welcome. If you
have not had a chance yet, please complete the form at www.thoreaupta.org/fundraising. There are also online payments

options at www.Pay4SchoolStuffOnline.com.

@ Our 7th Grade Dinner is just around the corner! Maggios will be providing a wonderful dinner for all plus there will be
games and music. All we need are some desserts! If you can contribute cookies, brownies or other desserts, please email
Diane Natale at dnatale623@gmail.com or Barbara Holmes at barbaranholmes@aol.com.

@ The PTA landscape committee wants to thank all of the volunteers who helped beautify Thoreau on 11/5/11. We'd like
to give a special thanks to Vince Amodeo, a master gardener in training and Town of Vienna resident, who helped
significantly in the planning and installation of the new bed around the flagpole.
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Upcoming Events
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November...

11: TheaterSports, 8" Grade: 7:30pm
12: TheaterSports, 7" Grade: 7:30pm
14-18: Spirit Week at Thoreau

14: Internet Safety Presentation to Parents, Lecture
Hall, 7-8pm

15: Internet Safety Presentation through PE Classes;
New Principal Community Meeting, 7PM

16: Picture Retakes

16: Seventh-Grade Family Dinner

17: Student of the Quarter, Lecture Hall, 3-4
23: Two-Hour Early Release

24-25: Thanksgiving Holiday

December...

6: Band at Madison, 7pm
8:0rchestra at Madison, 7pm
12: Theater Trip

13: Chorus at NFCU

16: Chorus at Madison, 7pm; Mid-Quarter Progress
Reports

23-Jan. 2: Winter Break




